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SERMON, 


Before the Right Honourable 


[TheLord Mayor 


And ALDERMEN of IUNDON. | 
At the Church of St. Mary le Bow. | 


2In September the gth, being the Day of Thankſgiving 
tor the Diſcovery of the late Treaſonable Conipuracy 
againit His Majeilies Perſon and Government. | 
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Sir WILLIAM PRICHARD, 


To the Right Honourable 


p- * 
n 


Lord Mavor of LONDON, 
And the Honourable Court of ALDERMEN, 


My LORD, 
Would not contraditt the purpoſe of my Sermon, in 
diſputing your Commands for the Frinting of it. 
ll Whatever it is in it ſelf, you have render d it cons 
fiderable by making it your own, and Publiſhing it 
as the Expreſſion of your Gratitude and Praiſe to Gol ups 
9 fo great an Occafion. | 
For my ſelf, Tam not much comer d,nor greatly care what 
Byterpretation, ſome make of this Diſcourſe. IT have the 
Hnnocenty of my own Thoughts to acquit me, which Tregard 
more, then a Thouſand Cenſures frem unthinking Men. 7 
am ſure 1 meant well, antl am not Seufible' of having Tranſs 
greſſed any of the great Meaſures of the Goſpel, and 
therefore apprehend no Canſe of being troubled at any thing, 
But that I failed ( I Fear ) of Correſponding with the 
other great Solemnities of that Auguſt Feſtival. And 
yet in 'that you are pleaſed'to Relejve me, by your Favos- 
rable, and kind acceptance of my Endeavours. | 
1 do not know, that I ought to Apoliogize for the plain- 
weſs,. or ( as ſome I hear are pleafed to ſpeat) the fharp»- 
neſs of the Diſcourſe. | 
My Lord, This is a time that requires and warrants 
plain dealimg. Our Adverſaries have been pleaſed to pull 
off their Viſors, appear bare-faced, and tell us in plain- 
Engliſh, what they woyld be at, and I think it high time 
for us to be plain with them, and Mince the matter no 
longer,they have ſuperceeded a great deal of Pains, that 
we. were at before,in perſwading Men what their Doftrines 
and Principles are. They have outdone us in this them» 
ſelves, and expoſed both, beyond all. Arts of Concealment 
or Diſguiſe. F have 


+ F have 10 By-Defigns of Paſſion or Revenge in any thing 


Thave ſaid, much leſs to Incenſe Authority, againſt any 
Mens Perſons; But I think Ican never be too ſevere in Re- 
fleting upon, or too earneſt in cautioning againſt ſuch Prin« 
ciples and Pratliſes, as are ſo direfly deſtrucive to our 
Peace ; So greatly dangerous to our King ; So Diſhonon- 
rable to the Reformed Religion, and fo Fatal to every 
thing that can be dear to Chriſtian Men. Mae W 
But my Lord, While T approve my ſelf to your Lord- 
ſhip and your Honourable Brethren, I kuow not that I ought 
wuch to regard Men ſo far below you, from whom-Texpett 
no kind Treatment, whes I confider how they Treat-thoſe ſo 
far above me , and Ridicule the whole Service-of the 
Day as Hipocrifie and Trick. 0 oe 
I Heartily Pray for the Happineſs of this City, and of 
your Lordſhip, and your great Brethren , that have fo 
vaappily ſteer d it through its late Storms, to its -preſent 
Meaſure of Peace-and Order. 1 Congratulate the Hunour 
that it begins to regain, by its Loyalty and Love to-ſo 
good a King. 1 rejoyce, and Bleſs Ged for your great 
Care, and unwearied Pains in R-oting ont the Seminaries 
of Sedition, in Suppreſſing. trreligion aid Profanenejs, and 
doing what lies in Mex, to-the recovering . Unity. and. 


Concord once mare among us. In which worthy deeds, .that 


you 'may ever proceed, aud be ſucceeded. by the .. Blefing 
gud Concourſe of the Divine Providence,. is, and ſhall be 
the Daily Prayer of, | | 


Right Honourable, - 
Tour moſt Obedient and - 
met Flumble Servant, 


Henry Heoketh. | 


x Pet. I1. 15. 


For fo us the Will of God, that with 
Well-doing you may put to ſilence the 
Inorance of Foohiſh=Men. 


F” E are Summon'd together , Honoura- 
# ble and Beloved, by the Providence of 

+ a Gracious God, and the Command of 
ALY - @ Religious King, to double the Devo- 
tions of this Day, and to add to our common Excha- 
rift, the moſt AﬀeRionate and Cordial, the moſt In- 
tenſe and Signal Praiſes of onr Souls, for the Delive- 
rance of our King and our Selves, our Church -and 
Government, and what ever can be dear unto Chriſti- 
an Men, from a Barbarous and Bloody Deſign to Rob 
us of all at Once ; by a Violence and Treaſon, which 
though Papiſts have been counted Infamous for, yet 
ſome that call themſelves Proteſtants, have been pleaſ- 
ed to Tranſcribe from them, and not only Rival'd, 
but Excelled them in. As if it were a Glory ro ex- 
ceed in Wickedneſs, or that henceforth, none ſhould 
be Infamous for Conſpiracy and Rebellion, for Perju- 
ry and Treaſon, but themſelves only. 


B 1 do 


(2) 


I do not think it a meet Entertainment for this Au« 


dience, to play the Oratour upon the Foulneſs of the 
thing,” before-thofe who-know the whole Story of -ie, 
as-well as my ſelf. 

Nor to ſpend this time in Signallizing the-Mercy of 
our Deliverance, and ſtriving to Enhanſe and Raiſe our 
Praiſes for it ; the' bare recolleting the Bloody De- 
ſign of it, will ſuperſede all Art, and Argument, in 
both theſe. . Intereſt here. will! mingle and combine 
with our Devotion; and our Refpe&, not only to'the 
Publick, but'to our Selves, . call loudly on-us, Moſt 
of you that fit. there ( ir ſeems ?) were Marked out 


for Deſtruction, arid ſome of you intended'to be-made: 


Barbarous, and Laſting Examples of their Fury. 
| But you have'been entertain'd already, ( I-doubr 
not,.) with theſe Preludes.; and therefore'\I have Re- 


foly'd-upon. another. Method. at this tyne. \,nd\ghat 
15 to of ICIL 2 

nifie the __ it, and put. yqu-upon. fuch. an. 
Expreſſion. thereof, as. will infallibly aſſure its Accep- 
tance with. that God, to. whom you Offer it. - 

For as we;then moſt truly Honour God', when. we 
expreſs, a, great Senſe, of His Power and Soyeraignty 
over us, ..4n.our. Lives, ' So we then only Glorifie, and 
Acceptably-Praiſe-Him., when we Live according. to 
his Commandments, acknowledg the Reaſonableneſs 
and- Goodneſs, of ' his. Laws, and Chearfully do thoſe 
things, - that are Pleaſing unto Him. . MN 


_ 


" Among theſe, there cannot well be 2 higher Tn- 


ſtance, then to. Live up. to. the Principles of that Ex- 
cellent Religion, that He has appointed to be the Mea- 
ſure of all our Ations. When we ſtrive to. gain. Cre- 
dit and Reputation to it, and upon all occaſions, ex 


© 


erſuch an Inſtancing your Gratitude, as Will 


pre” 


(3) 

preſs 2 gteat Concern for the Honour of that, which 
was Purchaſed at the Expence of His own: Son's 

| And ('to bring us cloſe to the purpoſe of this Day's 
Service, ') we thall then moſt acceptably Bleſs God, 
for- our Deliverance. from the effets of -other Mens 
Treaſons; when we Deteft all fuch things our ſelves, 
= Abhor all ſuch Principles and PraGtices as Lead to 
? them. . DN 
| ' * Our firm and ſteddy Loyalty to our King, will- be 
the beſt Teſtimony of our Thankfulneſs for His Deli- 
verance. And-the moſt Serviceable Reſpect we can ex- 
preſs to our Religion, 'and' our- Church , which we ſo 
much Rejoyce in the Happy Eſcape of, will be the 
honeſt Endeavouring to clear it from that Reproach 
and Scandal, that this Un-Chriſtian and Barbarous 

! Conſpiracy may have occaſion'd ſome to caſt upon it. 
j- 'To which purpoſe, nothing can be better direction. to | 
; us, then this Apoſtolical Intimation in the Text, For 
Jo is the Will of God, that with Well-doing you 'may put 
ro filence the Ignorance of Fooliſh- Men. giz! 


7 


In ſpeaking to which, I ſhall endeavour to do theſe 


EOSIN, Wis 


Four things ; - nA: A0f 

Firſt, Inquire what was that Cavil and Objedtion 
F againſt Chriſtian Religion, which St. Perer would have 
: Silenced here. | LS I? 
» Secondly, * By what Method he would have-this to 
be done; by Well-doing. +. - 3 73744 OOanv 
Thirdly, Conſider the great Reaſon and Argument, 
upon which he preſſeth it ; 7he Wl of God. : 
Fourthly, and Laſtly, Make fome Inferences from 
the whole ; by way of Application. i 2400 


B 2 Firſk, 


(4) 

* Firſt, T begin with-the Firſt ; - To Inquire. what was. 
that-Cavil and Objection which theſe Foo/;/h-Men made 
againſt Chriſtian Religion., which the © AG here 

hath reſpe& unro, and would have Silenced. | 

_ And this we may be Reſolv'd in, by conſidering the 

Two Yerſes immediatly preceding the Text; in which. 

the Apoſtle doth preſs .the Duty of Obedience and. 

Subjection to-our Lawful Governours, both. Supream: 

and Subordinate. Submit your Selves to every Ordie. 

nante of Man, whether it be to the King as Supream, or 
unto Governours, as theſe that are ſent by him, And this. 
he preſſeth by an Argument that can never fail of EF. 
fe& upon a Good Man, Aa 7» xg. for the Lord, and 
out of Conſcience to him, whoſe Inſtitution, Govern-. 
ment is, aud who hath Commanded. SubjeCtion: to. 
i. | it's indy bob 
Upon which, theſe words immediately. . follow ; 


by which we plainly underſtand, that the Obje&tion: 


which He enjoins this SubjeQtion- in - confutation of, 
was, that old and early Clamour, That Chriſtian 
Religion was-an-Enemy to Government, .and the Pro- 
£&ffors of it Factious. and. Seditious.Perfons. 

And that Chriſtian Religion, and the. Proſelites to, 
at; tidiSuffer,- and were Perſecuted, upon this Suggeſti 
-on,, we-Learn from! ſeveral plain: places of Scrip- 
ture, and paſſages in Eccleſiaſtical Story. 
c+ 'Theygreat' Clamour againſt the Chriſtians, upon 
which that great Uproar againſt them-at Theſſalonica 
was ſtirred, As 17. 6, 7.. was this, Theſe that have 
turned the World upfide down, are come hither alſo ; and 
theſe all. do contrary to the Decrees of Ceſar, ſaying, 
there is another ( one Jeſus.) Xing. | 


This 
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(9s) | 
i; This: you: wilkalſo find the chief-:thing in the Accy- 
fation againſt St. Paul, managed by 7ertullus, and that 
in which thet cunning:Man 1cemns. to repoſe greateſt 
hopes of Succeſs, Atts 24. 5. For we have found this: 
Man.a Peſtilent Fellow,” and a mover of Sedition among 


all the: Jews:throaghout the. World, ,  ; |: 


The like you may find, alſo-the. great pretence, for 
the Perſecutton:of St. Pau/ and Silas at Philippi, As 
I6. 20. Theſe Men do exceedingly trouble our City, And 
teach Cuſtoms which. it is not lawful for us to Obſerve, bes 
ing Romans. Where though the true Reaſon was that, 
kf of Gain by a Maid that had a Spirit of .Divinati- 
on, and was. Diſpoſſeſsd: by St. Paul ; yet the Popu- 
lar pretence, .and that which took. ſo eaſily with the 
Citizens, was, their Troubling the Government,and Teach- 
ing things contrary. to their known Laws.. P%, 

| The Hiſtories of. the Church tell us.; the fame, was- - 
eontinued againſt the Prunitive Chriſtians, and that 
which they efteneſt Suffer'd upon. The Law againſt 
the Collegiaz ( 7. e. the Riotous and Tumultuous Meet- 


ings in the Roman Provinces, ) which. had often been: - 


the occaſion of Sedition- and Miſchief to .the Govern- 
ment, was applied. to:the Chriſtian Conventions, .,and 
made. uſe of by their Enemies, -to incenſe the Empe+ 
rours againſt them, who always looked upon-ſuch Af 
ſemblies with a very Jealous Eye. _. Et) 

This was indeed the very Maſter-piece of.,-Satan's - 
Policy , and the'SubtiFſt of his Wicked Contrivances 
againſt them-; by this he had wrought the Condeme 
nation and Overthrow of the Bleſſed Jeſus, and even 
conſtrained Plate to give Sentence againſt Him, when: 
he was determined: to Abſolve and Acquit Him, Joh 


I9.. 12, 13. And by the fame Artifice he —_ _ = | 
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(Ce) 
Deſtroy His Religion, andto Root the Profeſſion of it 
ouriof the” World, von Ae 7 Sieigng 5 att 

And I do: moſt readily confeſs; that” were this accu- 
fation true, were Chriſtian Religion Inconfifient with 
Government, an Enemy. to it; or a Diſturber-of.it, 
there could not be an Objeion that would: be more 
Fatal to:it 3 all the Reproach and Diſhononr':that Men 
could load it with were Juſt, there were: no Apollogy 
to be made for it, nor any thing to be expected, but 
that all the World ſhould Combine together againſt 
$17 22 1 2811 7:97:04 130 FO rh 

"I'do-not- mean only- Kings: and Governvurs, whoſe 
Prerogatives and Rights being Invaded, - their Power 
and Government Leſſened and Ditturbed by it, muſt 
naturally ingage them into Hoſtility again(t it ; but 
I mean all wiſe Men too, of what Rank or  Quallity 
ſoever, who knowing the benefir of Government, and 
how much the Peace and Happineſs of the World 'de- 
pend upon it, muſt needs be prejudiced againſt thar, 
which by diſturbing this, would fill the World with 
Confuſton and Faction, and all thoſe Miſcheifs that 
naturally flow' from thoſe poyſonous Springs. ' . + + } 
All Men that have-any becoming thoughrs of ' the 
Providence and - Goodneſs of God, how tender He is 
of the Good of Mankind, and how largely. He hath 
provided for it, how wiſely He conducts the courſe of 
Humane Affairs, -and ſteers them by Rules, which 
would make them,and all things elſe happy; :can never 
believe that.to be a Divine Religion, or :be perſwaded 
ro accept it as coming from God, which perplexeth 
che courſe of things, and defeats thefe all. purpoſes 
of Godin the World. - ©. \. F 61 
God 


Gd 
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God is the Gad of Order, and nat of Confuſion, the 
Author as well as Lover of Concord and Peace, and 
not'of Ruin and Difſention-among Men, and therefore 
can never be the Author of any Religion, that is De- 
ftruftive of the one, and naturally effective of the other, 


= Ani therefoxe-it greatly concerns all thoſe. that have 
any -Reſpedt for the Chriſtian Religion, to be ſure to 
clear it of any ſuch Objetion as this was. | | | 
Secondly, And by what means the Apoſtle would 
have this done, is the Second thing Incumbent upon 
me. to ſhew, The Text expreſſeth is by Wel-doing, 
That by Well-doing you may put to Silence, &@. 
. The Notion of Well-dving is certainly in this place a 
little more ſtrict and reſtreyned, then it is commonly 
in other places of Scripture, in which it is uſed ro ex- 
preſs the whole matter of Chriſtian Duty, and is the 
fame that the Scripture calls ſometimes Holineſs, , ſome- 
times Righteouſneſs,..and ſometimes both. And I can- 
not but let fall this good Note from. it ,, that there is 
not a more excellent, and certain way to, credit 
our Holy Religion, ,and,ro take off all ObjeQions, 
and ſcandals againſt it, than, the. Hol: and Good, the 
Exemplary and Virtuops Lives of - thoſe. that profeſs it. 
This 1s that Adorning the: Do&trine of our Saviour, 
that the Scripture calls for, and in the common Eſti- 


mation, and;Eye of the World, will ſigaifie. more than 


Ten Thoufand. of the beſt Arguments we can eyer urge 
for it, I pray - God, give us.all-Grace; to | conſider it, 
and. to-comply with the purpoſe of it. . , . 


But the Notion of Well-doing here, is. that Honeſt 
and Regular, that o_ and Conſciencious Subjection 
ro Government, that he had.preſſed. in the, preceding 


Verſes, 
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Vetlſes; "Submit your ſetves to every Ordinance of Man for 


the" Lords ſake. © - 2] > 
- And then St. Peter's words may be thus Paraphras 
fed, whereas your Religion is Afperſed as an Enemy to 
Government, :and your ſelves Perſecuted as Diſobedient 


and Seditious Perſons, be ſure you take care, by -your 


Submiſſive Obedient Temper , your Reſpe&t and 'Ho- 
nour to your Governors both Supream and Subordinate; 
your ready Obedience to their Ordinances and Laws, 
to let the World ſee how falſly theſe things are objeQted 
againſt-you, and how unjuſtly your Religion is Afper- 
ſed, with Faveuring or Influencing any ' ſuch ' Prac- 


t1ſes. 


There is another very conſiderable way of clearin 


Chriſtian Religion from this Scandalous reflexion, an 
tt is one way that thee Ancient brave -Apollogiſts have 
taken in their noble Defences of it, and it may not be 
very Impertment to take notice of it. ; 


And thar is to —_ to the known Dodrines and 


Principles of it, and challenge the World to Inſtance 
.in any one ſaying in the New Teſtament that the utmoſt 


Art and Subtilty of Man can Interpret to any 
ſuch-purpoſe, whether. there be the leaſt hint or encow 


 ragement given to Rebellion, or any thing that can 
tne 


warrant leaſt undutiful carriage towards our Go- 


- VErNOUrS. 


Or rather to fay, whether there be not dire&tly the 


- contrary, whether there be not the utmoſt ſaid there 


vo ſecure all Princes from any fear of being Rival'd in 
their Power, or Intrenched upon in their Prerogative, 
by Chriſt or any of his Votaries. 

And whether there be not enough aſſerted there, 


to aſſure Government, -and to engage all Perſons to 


Sub» 


(3) | 
Subjeion, upon better Arguments, and mo_ noer Rex: 
ſons, then —_ were ever made uſe of before, for 
here the Reaſon of SubjeRtion is laid deep, and charged 
immediatly. upon the Conſciences of Men, reſiſtance is 
declared to be reſiſting the Ordinance of God, and Damna= 
tion is expreſly Threatned againit it. 

Obedience is nor only Recommended, upon the 
great Advantages of Qijictneſs and Peace, of Happi- 
neſs and Orker , . that reſult to the World from it, 
hor backed with the Santions of Temporal Punifh- 
ments to thoſe that Rebel ; bur it is preſſed upon Rea- 
fons of Conſcience and'Duty to God, and the 'dayger 
of incurring that Eternal Damnation that is prepared 
in Hell, for the Difobedient and Lawleſs. 

' Now, this is one good way of Vindicating Chriſti- 
an Religion from this Aſpertion, -and ſufficient to con- 
vihce all Conſidering-Men, how invidioufly and un- 
juitly-it & caſt 'upon' it ; and rhere is no reaſon to 
doubt, but St. Peter knew this as well as any Man ; 
and yet this is not the Merhod rhat he preſcribes in 
this Cafe, but We/kdoing ; he would have rhoſe Excel- 
lent Leſſons of Obedience and SubjeQ&ion, that are itt 
the Precepts and DoQrines of Chriitianiry, Tranſcrib- 
6d into the Lives, and Exemplified in the Pradtices of 
all Chriftians'; as the beſt way to clear Chriſtian Reli- 
g10n from this Aſperſion, that the Ignorance of fome 
Men caſt upott it. And it is certainly the moſt Ef- 
fetual way. = 
© For Firſt, All Men have not Parts, to Examine 
what the Principles of a Rel;gion are, or: ro Under- 
ftand what the Natural Contequences from them be'; 
and many that cart do'this, yet are Tdle ; '6r cannot 
ſpare time to do it; and all theſe will go that near 

ap | ml 
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way of Judging a Religion to be ſuch, as they- behold 
the Profeſſors of it to be. © Et Fw Fa 
Secondly., Aﬀtions are commonly - and popular- 
ly more Convictive, then Principles and Profeſiions ; 
uid verba audiam, cum feda videam? ſaid he in the 
Comedy, and 'tis the Temper of moſt Men.  _ 
Kings will be better pleaſed, and fatisfied, ' with the 
Quiet and Peaceable Lives of their Subjects, their chear- 
ful Obedience to their Laws, and their ready Compli- 
ance with their Pleaſure, then with all the fine For- 
mal Careſſes, and Proteſlations of Loyalty and Love, 
And I wiſh ſome Mea of late had not given them toe 
great cauſe to conclude, that Mens Practices and” Pro- 
teſſions do not always go together. | 
Men, it ſeems, may fill the World with loud Pro- 
teſtations of their Loyalty , and cajl God to Witneſs, 
they mean nothing but the Honour and Safety- of the 
King, and yet at the fame time be Conſpiring againſt 
ble ; they may ſeem. wonderfully Sollicitous for His 
Life and Safety, and fill- all places with their Fears of 
His Danger, even then when they are Complotting 
how to Intrap Him ; they may, make Votes ta Re- 
venge His Death to the uttermoſt upon others, when 
they are Deſigning to effect it themſelves, and. cry, God 
forbid that ſuch a. thing ſhould happen , _ when they 
mean only, that any ſhould Murther. Him but them- 
ſelves; and in a. word, they may tell God, and Man, 
( as many have done in their Canting Prayers, and Fro-. 
teſtations, ') that all their dear Liberties, and Proper- 
ties, and their dearer Goſpel and Religion, hang upon 
the ſingle Thread of the King's Life, and yet at that 
very Inſtant, be Reſolving to.Cut that Thread off. 


And 


mn) 
And Thirdly-; 'I muſt needs fay to "the Diſhs+ 
nour of ſome Men , that they have Robbed Chriſti 
an Religion of this way of Detending it ſelf , De- 
feated the Effe& of this Appollogy for it. | 
The Champions of Popery, ( to their Eternal 
Shame, ) have told 'the World, that though theſe are 
the open' Principles of 'Chriſtianity, / and this the plain 
and expreſs Doftrine of the New Teſtament , that it 
might curry favour with the Rowan Emperours ; yet 
there was a ſecret Cabala and Tradition to the contr 
that while they were Weak, it was fit ſuch things 
ſhould be faid; but'when they got Power and Strength, 
and their Religion was Invaded, they might then ſtand 
up, take Arms, and Right themſelves upon Princes ; 
and that the good of ' the Church, and the Intereſt of 
Religion, would not only Expiate, but Legitimate, 
gw Juſtifie, whatever was done for the Promoting of 
them. | 
A pretence then, which never any reflefted a fowler 
Reproach upon Chriſts Holy Religion, But I do not 
much wonder, that they that can fo palpably pervert 
the Truths-of Chriſtianity , do ſometimes-make -bold 
with the Honour of it too ; that they that can Out- 
face a plain Dodtrine of the New 7eſtament, with a pre- 
tence of 4n Oral Tradition in other Caſes, go 'abore 
to Juſtifie their Unchriſtian DoQrines and Practices, 
with the like Artifice and Fraud in this. 14% 
' But Tſhoald not be Juſt, ſhould I leave this Reproach' 
only upox them; there are Proteſtanit-Jefuts, it ſeems, 
as well as Popiſh, and thoſe that have as exactly Tran- 
ſcribed theſe Do&rines, as if they. had Learned them 
at the Feet of Mariana. But the Saints , you know, 
may Borrow of the Apytians, and perhaps you may 
SEE C2 | never 


(a2). 
never hear of any Suit Commenced againſt them, if 
they Reſtare nat agam..., ', - + oo 4, 
_ T havenot time to Inſtance in thoſe Syſtematical Do.. 
ors, that are as Text to our Diſſenters, and as.con». 
cluding with them, as the Man of Geneva ; there is 
one among our ſelves that ſupercedes all need-of. look-. 
ing further. The unhappy Author, of the Life of Jwiay,. 
with his Boriſh Sayings ,. do plainly Aſert this Mog-. 
ſtrous Truth, | | 

I wiſh Men-were miſtaken in thinking,that this Book. 
wes prepared as an Encouragement and Prologue to the 
tended Tragedy. ; againſt the very tume of which, (it 
ſeems, ). a Vindication was prepared, but that Proyi- 
dence, and the Defeat, have taught the Author a. little 
more Prudence, then to Publiſh it. 
But I muſt return to my purpoſe ; by this ſhort Ac-. 
count, you may fee Jpon what reaſons St. Peter re- 
commends this way of Silencing this Aſperſion upon 
Chriſtian Religion, before any other, wvzz. Becauſe it is. 
the moſt plain, palpable, Conviction, that this is un-. 
juſtly Objected againſt it. | 
 T only add, That the good Chriſtians of Old took 
care to. uſe this Method ; and. could not by any Seve-. 
rity, and ill Uſage, be ever Tempted to the contrary ;_ 
they were Peaceahle! and Submuſſive,, they. readily. 
Obeyed, and heartily Prayed for their Governours, 
even when moſt Barbarouſly and Unjuſtly provoked to-. 
the contrary ; ſo that not one Chriſtian Died as a. Re-. 
bel, or a Traytor in all the- Early Perſecutions. of; 
Chriſtianity, nor for ſeveral Centuries ;, and you may 
challenge any of theſe. FaQtours- for. Treaſon: to In. 
ance un one. 


/ Nay, 


( x3 ) 


Nay, it is well known, that Juliav himfelf Acquits- 
his Heathen 


them from this Aſperſion', and Upbraids his 

Subjects with. the Obedience and Loyalty. of the Gal. 
deans, ( as he Scornfully calls them, ) which is the 
more remarkable Teſtumony , for coming from the 
Mouth of the bittereſt Enemy that Chritianity ever | 


had. I cannot think this paſſage unknown to the - 


Writer of his Life, and had he had the Grace or Ho-- 
neſty not to-conceal.it, it. might have been Antidote. 
againſt the Infection of his Pamphler. 


Thirdly, And now how much it concerns us to Imi- - 


tate theſe Brave Men inthis, is the Third: thing Ob- 


ſerved out of rhe Text ; This is the- Will of God, i.e. 


This is- the plain-Command, and Law of 'God, by 


which. His Wilt is made known to us, and-we are di--- 


re&ed what to do in this Caſe. 
-I ſtay not to Improve this Argument, and ſhew how 
Cogent it ought to be with all Men. We have a 


greater Senſe, , ('T hope, ) of God's Power and Sove- - 


raignty over us, His-Right to Command and Govern 


us. Our own great Obligations to Him ; ard the Infi--- 


nite Danger ot Offending Him ; then to need a further 
preſſing. of this upon us. Theſe things are the very 
Reaſons and Foundations of our Religion, and there- 


fore.are-not- now. to. be- Learned by ſuch Grave Pro-- 


feſſors of it. 
What I purpoſe therefore further upon-this, ſhall be 


to venture at giving ſome Account of 'this Will and .. 


Command of God ; and Intimate-ſome-of: thoſe great- 

Reaſons, that it relies upon.- I ſhall only name T hree, 

and very little more then-name. them. NS 
Firſt, This is His Will, becauſe He knows this to be 


ſo very much. for .the Good and Happineſs of the 
It-- 


World-.. 


(14) 
It is moſtteertain, next to Mens Being, their 'Or- 
derly and Peaceable Living in the World, is the great- 
eſt and moſt valuable -Blefſing of this Life. A State 
of -War and Confuſion, of Fralouſc and Danger, is 
ſcarce Preferable unto Death it ſelf. | (20 | 
And he that contends, this was the State of Nature, 
yet makes it ſo Calamitous 'and Diſmal , that Men 
;yould rather part with their Dear Liberties, and in- 
truſt the Conduct of themſelves, -and all their In- 
tereſts, to one only Perſon, then to Live in 
ſuch an. uneaſie Condition, wherein themſelves, and 
all they had, were Expos'd-to-the Violence and Plea- 
ſure of every one. - | 
The Reaſoning 'of this Man is True and Good , 
though the Foundation of it ' be utterly Falſe ; for 
there cannot be a greater Unhappineſs, then to Live 
without Government, in continual Jealoufie and' Fear, 
Expoſed to the Will of every Man, whoſe ill Nature, 
adllineret, ſhould prompt him to Anoy us. 
This makes Government fo abſolutely neceſſary for 
the Happineſs of the World, and God out of His [m- 
menſe Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and Care for the good 
of Mankind, lays this Command upon Men , to be 
careful in this Inltance -of Well-doing, to be Obedient 
and Subjet -to Government, without which, it 
could not be preferv'd ; but Confuſion and Diſorder, 
and that Shoal of Miſchiefs, that always follow them, 
would break in.upon Men. | | 
Secondly, Ang. that Hints to-us the Second Reaſon, 
upon which I found this Will and Command. of God ; 
[ mean, the ſupporting and maintaining His own Ap- 
pointment, and Inſtitution. 


T can- 


(. 15: )) 


-F cannot ſlay now to-refle&;upon thoſe unwarthv 


theiſtical | Accounts , that have been -given- of 'Go-- 


vernment, .itt;this unhappy Age ;: the Great and Prime 


Author hath; long before this, given Account of them - 
to his God ; though I cannot but drop a Tear, as T- 


paſs, to conſider, with what Eagerneſs they have been: 


Imbib'd, by the Men of this Unruly Generation, and. 
what Miſchievous Conſequences they have been Im-- 


pron'd into. | 
The great Principle, is, what I hinted before, That 


Men-by Nature were in- a.State of War againſt each: 
other, that to remedy the. Ineonvenience- of: thar State, 


they choſe to caſt themſelves into-Government. 

The Conſequences deduced hence are-ſuch as theſe,; 
that rtheref9re. all Government isFounded upon mutual 
Compatt, and a conſent of the Pecp!le,Fhat all Govern-: 
ment is:Ofiginally in them, Tliat Kings, &c. areonly 
their Truftees , . and Creatures of their making, That) 
upon-Male-Adminiſtration, they may call them to Ac- 
count ; Depoſe them; if _ ſce cauſe ; Reſume their: 
Power: into their own-Hands., or Intruſt--it' to, anyi 
ather, whom they pleaſe... | -+ 4:5b 

. Theſe are' the Bleſſed: Principles that the | Godly: 
_ and the Sober, .the Saints and True Proteſtants, , have: 
Barter'd with an Atheiſt for, and he, doubtleſs, with, 
the Devil. It-is pity we-have not time-to+reflet up- 
on them with the ſharpneſs thar they juſtly deſerve ;: 
but I take the want- of this, ſomewhat rhe- better, -be-/ 
cauſe I ſpeak to them who know and believe the Scrip- 
tures, and by them are ſufficiently Anridoted againſt 
ſuch Helliſh Infe&tions, which are enough to undoe the; 
World, and bring_Confuſion-,and.all- manner of Mif-j 
chic upon ut. Lit ISTH. 21008 

| The.. 
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"Fhe Holy" Scriptures give us quite contrary accounts, 
- they let us know how 4 0 rm" into the World,- 
| that Men did not fpring up out of the Earth 
like Muſhrooms , altogether ; they let us ſee how Men 
were Born into Government, and. found themſelves 
-under the Anticipations of it.; they call God rhe King 
of Kings, and Him by whom Kings Reign ; they 
tell us, 'that Government is His immediate Ordinance, 
and that the Powers that be, are ſet over us by God. 

* Tr cannot therefore but be thought, 'that Obedience 
-and Subje&tion unto Government, ſhould be His Will, 
ſince otherwiſe He would not have conrived ſufficiently 
For the maintenance and ſupport of it. We cannot think 
that God would Inftitute Government, and then leave 
Men at liberty, whether they would Obey, and Sub- 
Mit to it, -or not. | HD 
And Thirdly, He hath made this His Will , 'and 
our:Duty, for the credit of His Holy Religion. | 

- As there cannot be a greater diſhonour to Religion, 
than its inconſiſtancy with Government (as hath been 
hinted already, 'ſo there can ſcarce any thing more En- 
dear it to the World, and gu Credit and Reputation 
to-it, then to ſee its Principles Aſſert, -and''its Profeſ- 
ſors: Praftice a Hearty Regular Subjeftion and Obedi- 
-ence thereto. 

- Men will by this fee, that it Deſigns rhe preſent, 
as well as furure Great Happineſs of all ; and be con- 
vinced, that:God hath no other Deſrgn in it, then the 
Univerſal Good of all Mankind. 

Kings will become its Nurſing Fathers, and be ten- 
-derof it 5 as that which Secures their Crowns, Eſta- 
blifkes their Thrones, -and is-the fureſt Firmament 
their Soveraignty and Power. _ . 
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oa , cs > Bal he pine Temper, race 
all ways to their Vindication, ; all Men dee. now, _—_ : 
the Beaſt is, nonwith/}anding, his Viſor, Or; ;h.s pre- 
gended aleration;ofj Natars ; the. Lads: thews berſelt a . 
Cat, . when, the. Mouſe appears';, the Royal. Hart,.( ix 

ms.); cannar..comg. night, ; but rhe Lion iarts up, 
how. Demure; and Drawſe, .how Sleepy and. Tame, fo- 
ever he before apprared to. be.. 

Secondly, I would beg you, to-conſider, i235 an Infe. . 
rence from;this Diſco ark 4 Wotul, Tranſcendent;, | 
Guilt they bring upon yan ves, that being. called 
Chriſtians,' and; pretending, to, be..the Pureſt Chriſtians . 
too, do bytheir Plots and. Treaſons againſt, their Sove«. 
reign,their Diſloyalry and ll doing, open the Mouths of 
'Men againſt this. Holy Rel: ;gioo,, and reflecþ Diſhonoun; 
upon the Bleſſed Author ot it.. 

I could: ;heartily- wiſh, that this Inference. were Im. 
pertinent -.or- Needleſs: ; bur. the. reaſqn. ef this. Days... 
Service. ſhews;.us..it is not; and. amongſt all. the Sad . 
Circumſtances .of that. Treaſon, (which, we come .t0. 
give God Thanks for our Deliverance from,) there are -- 
NOone-- 


LIAAL 


refpe&t ro the' Diſhonour-it reflefs on-Chriitian Relje - 
gion ; there are-ſuch Crowds of Conſiderations that 
otter themſelves ; . both from:the rhing intended, the- - 
Perſon again(t whom: it was aimed, - and the Circum-- 
ſtances of thoſe Ingaged 'in it, \ that truly I ſhould -. 
ſcarce know where to. begin,. or how to end. ; 
- Confider- Oh. Wrethed Men, what you wereDeſ'gne- - 
ing, and.tell us, Is the Murther of one of the. belt of. 
Kings, .together with ;1{ His Relations. and Adherents ? - 
[s-the: Rum and Deſtruction of the .Pureſt; Reformed - 
Church upon Earth 2 | Is the-Overturning and pulling 
in Pieces the. beſt Government in the. World-?-. Is the - 
Burying a Glorious Kingdom, an Opuleat Flouriſhing . 
City, in Miſery and. Blood 2. Is the:Maſlacre-of fo 
many Thouſands. of Honeſt and Feaceable of. your _ 
Brethren 2 Are all theſe ſuch mean things , agg.:Tri> - - 
fles, that. they muſt be Perpetrated to- Glut the Mas -- 
tice and Revenge., to Gratifie rhe:Pride and Ambition, . 
of a few diſcontented:; and Villanous Perſons? | :; | 
Muſt ſuch .a King be ſo Requited by. you? Oh Baſe. 
and-Ungrateful, beyond Example !;, Is this..the beſt 
Return you can make Him-for all-his InduJgence and -- 
Favour ? Hath He Suſpended the Laws, and - Sereened 
ou from Puniſhment, . only for-this? Muſt His Life 
be taken away., to whom all-yours, have: heen: ſa' ofs - 
gen, and ſo July Forfeited ? . And muſt..He- Die, by 
"whoſe -Uriparaliel'd Mercy only. you. Live? . Can this - 
0 | _ Meagre -: 


ephe Sthdce" Add" "BEAR Hb SAR "But, rhas. in 
which it was Fer d"2hd Warns When it was abow 
half Starved *and Dtdd 2" Oh "Mbmiers of  Ingrati- 
tude! Oh Sarpentine Brood jndeed ! that (naw 
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Bat Oh Curſed” rhiphery, and ty Packiſe ot le 
things beebmitty © True Proteſtants? "Ts _ this”, the 
Efect of - all-yonr'Starcht'd and Formal Godlinels, ? .Do 
all/your Oarhs, any Vows of ms rs Or Service tq 
your King 7 Do alt Your Sppeit5'tq Cod, or the vi 
berity: of For lirehtjots *' Bo2all'your Solemn Pro. 
teitations of Oate'artd Concetn for His'Safety, as that 
rpon which your :Ml depends, come. at. Jait to 
this ? > Es xd La 
What ſhall ve ſay of ſich Men? Who"can help fis to 
Names and Characters bad enoygh for" them'? Should 
we Ranfack all their own Bafe'& Venem us Pamphlets; 
and apply them here, they would be Fayour and Ex- 
tenuation of- their Crimes, who have put off, not only, 
Religion;:but Humanity, -and'ate Aftually commenced 
Devils. 9 x54 227 ONO 4 yok O RE Sa Tt 
-. Secondly, But to Conſider, *that all this was Deſgns, 
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ed-under the Mask of Godlineſfs, © hd- Cloaked with 
bigh pretences of Religion, makes'the Guilt Gwell Big, 
almoſt beyond Imagination, and brings that Reproach 
apo the Ref6rtned Religion, | whieh (in forme Mens 
Reaſonitgs, ) it will ſearce ever be'cleared from...” . 
> Hetetofore'ir was the Reproach' of Popery, and 
Proteſtant Divines have'ObjeCted it, 'as the Dyſhonour. 
of the-Conclave, - Thar they Uſurped upon Kings, and 
made- their Cofidition ſo very Unfafe 5. that un, ſome, 
Caſes" they allow'Treafon,* and'incourage it in qthers ; 
that they 'Subje&t Princes to the pleaſate of. their 
Biſhop, 


(23); 
NY 1. and make their. her and Lives. es.to0, For- 


Subjects from. their Allegi- 


em, and” 
ance 10, them...” 


. Bur chit any of the Korimation ſhould ah. 
tf i Fei Ping and Act to the uttermoſt ill Cty 


. that the Claiiis ſhould match, ;or 


arid NE Cop) DC 


how "onſpiracics againſt the Life of a King , ſhould 
ſhelter themſelves under, the Goſpel, and , Religion be 
AYP to c lope} hat, Heb almoſt aboye all rhings it. 


ys 'y k [ys ' ehing g Which. no Good Man'can hear with- 
out. rief an, Onan; Oh. tell- it not. in Garh,. 
ket it never vl Publiſhed. in As&alor , to make Sport 
cumciſed. DIE, there. 


of e,jfQ. ai, ; on thy the Horrid Gul 


td* Violate the : Laws of, Frnnky but t9 'T' raduce and 

Defame them, "and Expoſe them to the Coppeangy + of 
Jers, .15.Muc war, .. 

' It will be Kung 8 pier hard coo, to. Ankfver 

for our _0v n IS to LBFAL, the, Gyylt, of, our own; 

ies; but W hen 0 ae ens 'Sins,mut be. Put into. 

our Account, and all that Ralay ang Reproach they; 


pe tak ir gion, Huey for Þy,4s's 5-Qur 
FN W 


and. 10t þ* 5 four 
ap ere 1 PE bi = p77, wy ciead 
ra RAjgon Obes rey Uhr hs Ee 20 Ains gry 4 
ſuch things retel Kia fn Of To them. 1s 
' Ng piece of "T'ga ang f Sol FEY * 


7 ww 


i [! 


"Wk he bel old rom be on 


IVC; /;.that. Covenants and Aſſociations 
be enter Fd into þ by True Proteſtants ; that Plots. 


(4) 


_ $Expofeth them to: the' Contempt, ME Abhorren, 
both of God and Man:; : ( Fpray” God ive ſome Meg 
Grace ro-confider ir. 

Thirdly, Another thing 1 would Intimate, by way 
of Application, is the Obligation rhat lies upon us, to 
be as Attive in Well-doin po _— arein the contrary; 
a to preſs us all to be * x Ar th nd Obedient to, that 

King, which Providence hath feriover.vs, "arid, Subjett 
to thar happy Government that (it hath placed 'us;un- 
der. 


Did we want Arguments, either from the Temper 
of the King, or thehappy Conſtiration bf the Govern- 
ment we Live under,, there are. endugh. would © 
chemſetves readily to'us. ' Lord! how *Happy. is'our 
Condition, as to both; above, rhat-of theſe go 
to whom Sr. Peter Writ this Epiſtle. 

They were under” Arbitrary Government indeed; 
-under Heathen Perſecuting Emperours, 'and ſuch, 
whoſe Vices made them worthier the Name'of Beaſts, 
then of Men ; for fo Claudius and Nero were, in the 
Reign of the "Firſt of which this Epiſtlewas Written, 

as Learned Men Determine. - If chey therefore were 

Obliges to be Loyal and ,Subje& then ; how "mich 

may webe fo now, who Live under no Laws, 
bur what % our ſelves have ah Intereſt 'in makin; 
and under a Prince, in whom Clemency hath' been a 
_ it we was, por wn .befo in eg 
any of t f1 that;afe to out {6 
much of Ay Gonennens ad d52 fieat X 
Lived in thoſe gy ould have known, better. 
 whar theſe thin rg then to the - Mild- 
eft Governriene and-the moſt Gracious Prince , and 
the greateſt Favour, that ever was ſhewed to Obſti- 
nate 


Mia 25) 
gi yormge n', \, inde 2% ep M116 iis 
_ Were it Chriſtian; Lara Wit: Pririifhitier 
to any Men, 1 would ogly* With this to theſe; "thar 
they were but'to Live abroada while, under 4p Kr 
and Goyernment” of any 'of, our. By premarres S, 
16 nor doubt, but they | would ſoon Letras Hearti- 

to Wilkthe "were: urider their own again, as riow 

y have Cauſe” { would they pron agar duly ) tO Re- 

jovi, and Bleſs AS that they are fo 

But I Urge no gd Conſideration now, ' but the 
Reaſon of 5a Text ; which is" the Honour 4nd. Cre- 
dit of our Religion,” ' which f6'much depends upon this; 
as hath been hinted.; the Reformation hath many 
ſore Enemies, and fo have we too, that watch' gree- 
dily for any little thing to Aſperic os with, . and Tri- 
umph'ar-the e of af and know full we 
how to binge upon e leaſt riingros -onr Dit: 
honous. , It Concerns ts F hetrefire tobe fo mucti* rlie 
more Careful, to Defeat their ExpeQations, to Adorn 
our Holy Profeſſon , by this Inſtance of V2/}-doing, 
to ſuch a Pitch, that Envy may Burft.i it felt for Rage, 
at its Diſappointment. | 

" Let me beg Men to'cbnſiter what. a Religiort they 
Profeſs, one that is truly Chriſtian in this Por." What 
2 Church they call 'themfelves' Members of, 2 Church 
that hath always been Famous for Loyal ty, and onee 
(we know), » rtyr'd for it; whats Shame then' maſt 
it be for any of us to be Ungtivernsble atd Difloyl : 
Quarrelling with our portrays and perking up againſt 
Government upon every little trifling Reaſon > How 
certainly: ſhall we hereby forfeit! all "the Bleſſings we - 


can expett from our — and incur that. Damna- 
tion, 


(26) 
tian, that it Threatens to all. that arc 'Trayterous and 
High Minded, Faftious and Unruly, and Movers of 
lition either in Church or State.. .; + 
How. much. better 'were it to be Loyal and-Faithful . 7 
to our Prince, Obedient and: Subject to, our. Laws ? " 
how much better were it far him? how much more ac- 
acceptable, ynto God ?; what a. Service to our Religion? 
and conſequently, . to. our .Selyes, both at- preſent, ..and h 
in the great Day, when the Accounts of. all Men muſt 
be made up, and their Great . and Eternal .Fates Setled 
and Adjuſted... i ER E..T 
' To. this. purpoſe. there are. Three. or Four things, 
which, I would , Recommend uaro., Men, had | 


ume. FP. YI Es opts wn ; 

_ Firſt, Ta Rid; themſelves.of all thoſe ill Opinions, 

that are fo naturally produCtiye of Rebellion, . and Un. 

dutifulneſs. to our Governours, "there are, many; of theſe E--1 

Adopted. even into. the .Creeds.,of moſt. of thaſe, to - 

whom theſe Diſcourſes are moſt needful.  . - 1 
By theſe, Men are fit, and. ready prepared for Re- 

bellion whenever a Temptatian is offer'd to them, and 

F will never wonder if they 1mbrace it ; better is not 

tobe expected from *em. © EAT 41 

_ Ktis poſſible a Man may. believe very ll, and yet 
live tolerably well, and we-ſee. ſome Mens. Hearts are 1 
better than their Heads, but certainly ſuch Men a& 
upon mighty: Diſadvantages , and.in this truly, upon 
ſuch.as are next to inſuperable, /., -- 1. 

-Falſe Principles will influence Men's PraQtices, - eſpe 
cially in, this Inſtance, and they. always may. do fo, 
ſuch Men are always.under a Temptation, but when 
Oppertunity and Intereſt Unite. with Principle, then 
the Temptation is Invincible. - - Fa 

# i E 


('ahs)] 

. We' ſee that Intereft'alone' able 'to:Debauch moſt 
Men's Conſciences, ahd doubtleſs hath made 'many Re- 
bels, who were otherwiſe well perſwaded -and inclined 
too ;- but wheti a Man's Conſcience: ( I'mean his Per- 
ſwvafion)-Joyns with Intereſt, and warrants the” Law- 
fulneſs of Rebellion, as well as the other doth ſuggeſt 
the Expedienicy and Advantage of- it, there is'notly 
of good to be expetted-from tuch a Man, if he do not 
aFtually Rebel, it is only for want of Oppertunity or 


[| 


Strength to do fo. 

Secondly, To take heed of all thoſe things that lead 
to Rebellion, and which I will call PraCtical Diſpoſt- 
tions to it. 

It is 'rarely ſeen that Men Jump into Treaſon and 
Rebellion on a ſudden. Tt is in this, as it is in moſt 
greet Inſtances of Vice, the Mind ſtarts and boggles 
at them at firſt, but they are Trayned in by little tteps 
_ and degrees, and paſs ſuch Stages before they arrive to 
the confidence of ventring upon them. 

Tt is certainly thus almoſt always in. Caſes of Rebel- 
lion, and perhaps this may be one of the Reaſons, upon 
which it is compared to Witchcraft. by the Prophet, 
none commence Witches on a ſudden, but are Trayn- 
ed into it by Art, and intermedial Vices, firſt the Feces 
of Envy and Malice, and next the gratifying theſe in 
ſome defin'd Inſtances, 'afid then the ufing ſome ſtrange 
and Antick Rites, from which ſome extraordinary ef- 
feds either do, or are fancied to proceed, from whence 
a belief of being able to doe any thing inſinuates it ſelf, 
and at laſt the fatal Contra& is Sealed, -and the poor 
Soul Commenceth Devil before its time. _ 

Thus it is in the Methods of Rebellion, firſt Men en- 


tertain Fears and Jealouſies, and their Minds are amu- 
Ge. E 2 muſed 


(28+ )) 
muſed with Feigned Por Apr Fake which 
ill Men-Intetpret: ks thay pleats + then-they -kee Gnas 

. err and, Diſcantented .Perſon 


| pang: with. TE S, 
ETD DET Ions 
that can berallyed « of chap eter. ECondu; | 


aggravated... Thenithings appear Eon Spot 


and: State:, = Conkle; are. b Held for the: Redreſs. of, 
ther. Means aro _rwyoie, and Debates are: had , 

and Men begin to think themſelves. WE and. great. 
States-Men; Fariey preſently how. brave Ay they. old 
Govern, and much better then:thoſe that do.. And'then- 


the bewitching thoughts of Honour and Grandure, of- 


Wealth and Greatneſs, that would- accrue to them, 
were the preſent Governours removed, Inſinuate them: 
ſelves, and. perhaps. the; way to this/ appears. caſie too.. 


And then the Mapbegins to: appear in Publick, and; is. 


ſeen in Riotous Tunnalts, and'-Heads Factions againſt- 


| the Government, and by that means is harden'd into: 


more: daring Aﬀtions, and then finding himſelf cryed: 


up. for a; Noble: Patriot, and Defendor of the Peoples 


Liberties, Jumps ito downright Treaſon, -and: having 


drawn the Sword againſt his. Prince, throws away- the 
Scabberd, and reſolves to finiſh his Traytorous Purpoſe, 


ar. Die ir it. 

- And doubtleſs many Men have arrived at thisat laſt, 
who little Thought of any ſuch thing at their ſetting 
firſt out, it is good. therefore ro take, heed of the be- 
ginnings of -Evil, and to Fear Imbarking on-that Ss, 
trom whence. it 1s fo very difficult to-Return. | 

Thirdly, To beware of entertaining Differences a= 
bout Religion; eſpecially of entring our ſelves into a- 
ay Society of Diſfenters, and thoſe that Separate from 
the Eſtabliſhed Religion among us. How. 


— - 


( 29 ) 
-. How naturally Differences. about Religion are. pros. 
duQtive of Dior in the State, and how frvcity | 
Faction. in the Church diſpoſeth Men to - Rebellion a- 
gainſt the Government,hath-beep ſadly Experienced by 
this poor Nation, and been further ors rw: Lear« 
neder Pen of late. LY; ISO A | 

To which I ſhall only add Two further Obſervations 
at. preſent, one Ancient, the other Freſh and Modern. 

The Firſt is this, That Heriticks and Schiſmaticks were 
the: firſt that ever ſpake againſt Government, and with- 
drew their Obedience from it, among thoſe that arg 

called Chriſtians. .'The firſt of theſe were the Gnoſtzchs, 
the Scholars of Simon Magus, who are expreſly char- 

ged with it in the New Teffament. The Second was the . 
great Author as well as Denominator of the Donati/ts, 

whom I find Oprtazus charging with the Impudence at 

Impiety.of ſetting up himſelf againſt the Emperour, 
my,.of - Advancing himſelf above Him. | 

To which it- is not Impertinent to add the account 
that A&baſpineus gives of this matter, in his Notes up- - 
on-the Third Book of that Reverend Man ; when: the 

Domatiſts firſt made the Schiſm, and' were condemned- . 

by. the Church : they Appealed to Conſtantine the Em- 

perour, but when- he favoured not their Purpoſe, nor - 

did their Work, then they grew Angry, and the Cry - 

was, Quid Imperatori cum Eccleſia? As tlie ſame Father 

tells us,, which Story I can never read, but 1 prefently 
am imagining, T hear the Story of our own Sctiiſma- - 
ticks, who ſo exattly' agree with them in this, as well 
as all other great Circumſtances of that Schiſm.-:. -. 
They are wonderfully for Soothing 'and 'Courting 

Kings. and leave no Art untried to endear them to Favour 

them, but when they'refuſe this, then they — | 

| andg., 


* XY -- 
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and Tumult againſt them.:They will Petition maſt ſub- 


miſſively, and ſtuff their Petitions with Inſinuations of 
their Loyalty and good Meaning, but they: follow the 
Rejcftion:of their. Petition with a Remonſtrance, as we 
have feen. it lately. . ON 
The Modern ( or rather preſent ) Obſervation, 1 
would make, is this. That not one of all the dif- 
ferent Sets of Difſenters among our Selves at this 
Day, are rightly Principl'd in the point -of SubjeRtion 
to Government, but do openly avow ſuch Principles 
and DoQtrines, which ſtrongly diſpoſe Men to Rebel- 
lion in many Caſes. 1 ſpeak not this without Obſer- 
vation, and if any Party find themſelves agreived 
by it., they may have it Inſtanced whea they pleaſe. 
Upon theſe Reaſons therefore, I adviſe every Man 
that would preſerve his Loyalty and Faithfulneſs to his 
King, to take heed of this thing, to ſhun all ſuch pla- 
ces, as Houſes of InfeQion, and never to enter, him- 
{elf of theſe Conventions, where Men liſt their Names 
ain}; the Government, and (in effe& ) declare 


(ov) 


S 


themſelves ready againſt it, whenever their Patriots, 


Fourthly, And Laſtly, 1 adviſe Men to Jook upon 
Loyalty and SubjeQtion, as a Branch of their\Religion, 
and to think themſelves bound to maintain the one, 
upon the ſame greatReaſons that they Practice the other. 
. This1s the likelieſt thing (I know of ) to keep Men 
ſteddy in their Faithfulneſs to their King and Govern- 
ment. Ido not like to hear Men count Subje&ion an 
Adtt of Superarrogation, or Generoſity only ; I like 
the Word in no Caſe, and in this almoſt leaſt of all. 
Let Men in this but do their Duty, and T dare fay 
Kings will deſire no more, and do what they do in a 
Senſe of Duty, and then there is good hope of them. 
He 


and Bleſſed Teachers, ſhall think fit to call IS them. 


__ 
an — 
a 


— —— 
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He that is fo ready to do more than he ſhould, I fear 


will ſometimes do leſs. | 
He that is Loyal to his Prince upon any other Score 


but Religion, is ſo upon an accidental Reaſon, and ſuch 


as may alter, and ſo may be the contrary upon the 


ſame Reaſon. 


He may be ſo, or he may be otherwiſe, as theſe 
changeable Reaſons ( ſuch.as Honour, or Intereſt, or 
Faſhion, &c. ) ſhall determin him. When he that is 
this , upon the Reaſons of Religion and Conſcience, is 
fixed, and can never alter, till he defert thoſe Princi- 
ples. which will always be, and continue the fame. 

Give me the Man that Loves his King, becauſe he 
Honours his God, and is Loyal becauſe he 1s Religious; 
this Man is ſteddy, and his Loyalty impregnable, you 
can never make him Rebel, until you convince. him 
there is no. God, nor ſhake his Allegiance, until you 
can diſargye his Faith; Loyalty becomes the very Na- 


. ture and Soul of this Man, but it: hangs very looſely 


and uncertainly upon all others. - 

And now. to return to the-purpoſe of this Day, and 
Conclude with it. | 

I. Let us firſt of all give God our hearty and hum- 
ble Praiſe, for giving us ſuch a Religion, that we need 
not be aſhamed of Owning and Defending, and ſetting 
over us ſuch a King, which we need not bluſh to Avow 
Love and Honour unto. 7 | 

Our Religion is ſo Holy and Divine, ſo Pure and 
Peaceable, fo atteſted for True by Arguments that are 
Infallible, and -fo Adapted and Contrived to. all! the 
great Intereſts of Men, that all that oppoſe and ;ſpeak 
againſt it, will but gain to themſelves the Charager.in 


the Text, and prove themſelves Ignorant and ;;Fooltth - 
Men. | | Our- 


Mts +3) cn YA OS RL lt 
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"Obr King isi « Prince: 'whom ſome! former "Apes 
would have Idolized, and none -but very" ill-Men ah 
bur Love and Honour now ©: whoſe::Judprnent ' and [n- 
ſight into all things worthy:the Study of Man, Cutte- 
fie and IP, 'Clemency and Mercy, ' and all' the 
Inſtances of good Nature , render worthy'' of all Mox- 
tal Reſpe& and Honour, were He's private Man- only, 
but being a King, make him worthy* of  that-which is 
almoſt Dryane. | NM:0129720 MAL 2 | 
2. Let us give the fame God the ſame Praiſes alſo, 
' for Preſerving both this Religion and this Princeto us, a 
- mighty Providence hath fuperintended, and -gtarded 
: bothy and ſignallized it ſelf in many extraordinary, and 
almoſt miraculous Deliverances of them, amongſt which 
this laſt deſerves not tobe thought the leaſt. 
\... The ſerious Obſervatisnof theſe (1am apt 'to think ) 
.4s enough to:convince an- Athieſt, and cauſe him to cry 
out as the Pſalmiſt- doth, Verily (there is a God that 
Judgeth inthe Earth. And.to-conſider how much we are 
Intereſted in them, and owe to them, is enough to fan 
up our Praiſe even into the Flames of Cherubims, and 
to fill us with a Joy too big for Expreſſion, and'to raife 
up our Thoughts into Rapture.and Amazement , - into 
_ Extacy'and Wonder © 0 07 OTE - ; 

3./Let this freſh Deliverance -endear 'both this Reli- 

gion! and this Prince the more to us, and cauſe us to 
think moſt highly of that, which God dehights'to Ho. 
nour and Prote&. : {04228 


Let -us entertain- this-Holy-\ and Heavenly Refigion 


with the ſame Rapturous'Joy, and Love, that our Forec 
fathers did 'after the Marian Perſecution. , 

- And receive this Princeinot only as the Appoynt« 
ment and Ordinance, bit as the - Special Favour and 
| | | _ Gift 


ant PAP os, 
| ET 
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Gift of Heaven (as the Church excellently teachethus) 

and with the fame Tranſports, and Loud Joys, that 

dong at His Miraculous Reſtauration from His long 
© 

Let it cauſe us to add Chearfulneſs and” Joy to our 

Subjection, and to eſteem it as much our Intereſt and. 


f 


our Happineſs, as it 1s our Duty. 0 

4- Andfinally, let it heighten our Devotion, and in-\ 
flame our Zeal in our Prayers to God for them, that: 
Rel'gion may be preſerved to us, and be the Bleſſing of 
our Children. | 

That the- ſame Circles of Providence may {till be 
over, and about the Head- of our King, and cauſe His 
Face to Shine in Happ.neſs and Joy, that God will 
follow Him. ſtill with Loving Kindneſs and Blefling. 
Scatter all His Enem'es that del:ght in Treaſon and 
Blood, and cauſe the Crown upon His own,and his law-- 
ful Succeſſours Head, ſtill to Flouriſh. 

We are all of us greatly concerned ( we ſee ) in His- 
Safety, and to our great Comfort, we fee God is fo- 


too. Ohletus Pray, 'that He will continueto be fo, 


that He:may be ſtill ; as a Field which the Lord hath 
Bleſſed, and that He may Flourithas a Tree which He 
hath Planted with His Right Hand, and Water'd with 
the Dew of His own Bleiing, under whoſe Shadow 


-we allo may Rejoyce and Sirg. - 


And to conclude, Let us reriod the: Service of this 
Pay, and imploy the Reſidue of our Lives, in rendring_ 
unro God rhat Service-and Praiſe, that betongs unto God, , 
and unto Ceſar that.Love and Honoar, that Obedience 
and 5ul jxtion- that belongs unto Ceſar. Which God. 
Almighty by His Grace Enable us all to do, tor Chriſt - 
Jeius Sake... Amen. 
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